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T
he We ste rn media is full of inte rv i ews by

Pakistani federal government officials and mil-

itary officers who claim that a full rescue mis-

sion is underway and that “all resources are being

mobilised”. Don’t believe them! This is a typical spin

operation mounted by the Musharraf government.

The lives of the working class and poor peasantry

across south-east Asia are normally filled with misery

and catastrophe. Now things have become intolera-

ble. The earthquake has affected worse the most

mountainous and outlying areas. These are also the

areas where some of the poorest people in our region

live. In many of the villages people’s houses are made

of mud and have collapsed immediately.

Television reporters estimate that over 300,000

Kashmiris, including the injured, are lining the roads,

shocked and homeless, waiting for help which does

not appear to be coming. 

The mountainous regions of No rth We st Fro n t i e r

P rovince (NWFP) have also been ve ry badly affe c ted. A

v i l l a ge called Kalam in Swat province, where th e

S o c i a l i st Movement has a bra n ch, has been dest royed. 

Shocking state of public services

What has become clear in the last few hours is how

s h o cking the public service infra st ru c t u re is in

Pakistan as a result of decades of neglect. In every

city, town or village, even those mildly affected, the

buildings which have shown the most damage have

been schools. 

Many of the casualties have been amongst primary

and high school students attending classes which

collapsed around their ears. This is directly because

of the complete lack of funding for many decades. 

Civic agencies like civil defence and the fire serv-

ice have hardly been able to intervene because they

hardly exist - again because of lack of funding. The

health service has been completely overwhelmed

because of lack of doctors and hospitals. The injured

in different parts of the region are being operated on

in courtyards and in some cases on the streets,

because the clinics and hospitals are full. And that is

for those who are lucky enough to get there!

In Pakistan, 45% (US $3.5 billion) of the budget

goes on defence. And yet only 1.7% is spent on

health! The dif ference between these two figures will

cause casualties in a situation like this to be much

higher. And despite all the military spending there are

insufficient armed forces helicopters to reach all the

affected areas of Kashmir.

Despite the claims of government ministers, the

rescue operation has hardly begun - local communi-

ties have been forced to fend for themselves. While

things will become clearer in the next day or so it is

clear that capitalism and feudalism has made this dis-

aster far worse. 

The government has issued an appeal for more

helicopters. The US has agreed to send eight heli-

copters but they have hundreds of helicopters in

Afghanistan, some of them heavy lift types, just one

hour’s flight away.

People here are shocked and angered by the lack

of response from the US and British governments

Yet again the poorest are suffering worst as natural disaster devastates a whole region of the planet.
But much of the nightmare facing the peoples of Pakistan, Kashmir, Afghanistan and India is not
‘natural’ but a consequence of the capitalist profit system.
MANZOOR AND KHALID  BHATTI of the Socialist Movement Pakistan explain what is happening: 
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[ Fo reign Secreta ry, Jack St raw,

pledged a paltry £100,000 and only

60 emergency/support staff].

O rd i n a ry wo rking-class people

have responded by donating what

little they have to the injured. The

SMP is campaigning in the working

class areas for relief. 

A l though people are ve ry poor

th ey are donating swe a te rs and

c l othing even though th ey know th ey

c a n n ot replace these items. But as

far as the ruling elite is concern e d

their response is ve ry slow. In th e

posh areas of Lahore th e re are no

collections taking place. Medical

supplies are short but multinational

and local pharmaceutical manufa c-

t u re rs are not donating enough.

The gove rnment is well awa re

that people’s anger is already ri s i n g .

S p o ke s p e rsons for the Musharra f

regime have continually said on th e

media that this is a national emer-

gency in which national unity should

be to the fo re f ront and th e re should

be no criticism of the gove rn m e n t .

The most the government  has

announced to date was ten food

trucks being sent to NWFP - a whole

province with a population of mil-

lions!! The federal government has

announced a Rs1 billion aid pack-

age (£10 million) but this represents

just a drop in the ocean of what is

needed right now!

This terrible disaster has over-

whelmingly made victims of work-

ing class people and the poor. But it

has also shown the spirit of the

working class, with help and soli-

darity provided by working people

to the devastated areas. 

The earth qu a ke also demon-

st ra tes clearly the callous disre g a rd

for the lives of the maj o rity by th e

ruling class and the imp e ri a l i st

p owe rs. 

If ever there were an argument to

get rid of the system we live under,

this is it! 

The Socialist Movement Pakistan (SMP) will be

raising the demand in the next few days for

local earthquake disaster committees to be elected

to direct the rescue and rebuilding operation. 

The SMP will call for:

● A full rescue operation using all the resources of

the airforce and navy, including the setting up of

field hospitals, provision for free of te mp o ra ry

accommodation, and food kitchens. 

● Distribution of tents, food, medical aid, financial

grants, and drinking water should be under the con-

trol of local ear thquake disaster committees.

● Assessment of damage to local communities

should be carried out by representatives of the

committees and not government officials as in pre-

vious disasters. For full compensation equal to the

cost of rebuilding for all of those who have lost

accommodation.

● Rent and property price controls to be imple-

mented immediately.

● A cap on the price of cement, bricks and all other

building material to be implemented immediately.

● For the renationalisation of all companies con-

cerned with building and repair.

● For a massive increase in public spending to

improve infrastructure.

The Socialist Party is a sister section of the

Socialist Movement Pakistan. Both parties are

part of an international socialist organisation, the

C o m m i t tee for a Wo rke rs’ Inte rnational, which

o rganises in 36 countries wo rldwide including

Pakistan, Pakistan occupied Kashmir and India.

The Socialist Party will be supporting the SMP and

trade union and community campaigns in organis-

ing aid to the most affected areas, campaigning

around the above demands and assisting in rebuild-

ing the trade unions in the region. 

Come to our public meeting: 

For more details on the campaign go to www.turcp.org or www.socialistworld.net.  


